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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (previously presented) A graft grasping device 
comprising: 

a graft grasping portion in the shape of a cylindrical tube 
having a lumen and a slit formed in a longitudinal direction of the 
cylindrical tube such that said lumen has a C-shaped cross section; 
and 

a suction tube communicating with the lumen of the grasping 
portion for e>?erting a negative pressure in the lumen; 

an inner wall of the graft grasping portion having a recessed 
portion which communicates with a lumen of the suction tube, the 
recessed portion being covered with a sheet having a plurality of 
pores, and a mesh sheet being provided in a space defined between 
the recessed portion and the sheet. 

2. {currently amended) A graft grasping device according to 
Claim 1 comprising: 

a graft arasDina portion in the shape of a cylindrical tube 
having a lumen and a slit formed in a longitudinal direction of the 
cylindrical tube such that said lumen has a C-shaped cross section; 
and 
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a suction tube coinmunicatinq with the liamen of the grasping 

portion for g^xertina a negative pressure in the lumen; 

an inner walLof the graft grasping portion having a recessed 
portion which comTnunicates with a lumen of the suction tube, the 
recessed portion being covered with a sheet having a plurality of 
pores, and a mesh sheet being provided in a, _sp.ace. defined between 
the recessed portion and the sheet , wherein said graft grasping 
portion has first and second longitudinal ends and the recessed 
portion is formed on the entire inner wall of the graft grafting 
portion excluding portions adjacent to said first and second 
longitudinal ends and portions adjacent to the slit. 

3. (original) A graft grasping device according to Claim 

2, wherein at least one of said longitudinal ends of the graft 
grasping portion is formed obliquely with respect to the 
longitudinal direction of the graft grasping portion. 

4- (original) A graft grasping device according to Claim 

1, further comprising a means for gripping the device. 

5. (original) A graft grasping device according to Claim 

4, wherein a suction tube connection portion is provided on an 
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outer wall of the graft grasping portion and is connected to the 
suction tube and the means for gripping the device is connected to 
said suction tube connection portion concentrically to the suction 
tube. 



1, wherein a connector is provided at a proximal end of the suction 
tube* 

7. (previously presented) A graft grasping device 

comprising: 

a graft grasping portion in the shape of a cylindrical tube 
having a lumen, a longitudinal axis, and a slit formed along the 
length of the tube parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tube 
such that said grasping portion has a C-shaped cross section 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the tube; and 

a suction tube communicating with the lumen of the grasping 
portion for exerting a negative pressure in the lumen; 

an inner wall of the graft grasping portion having a recessed 
portion which communicates with a lumen of the suction tube, the 
recessed portion being covered with a sheet having a plurality of 



6. 



(original) 



A graft grasping device according to Claim 



P:\otr-ci6\njjr-i27-pto-rc5p-ii0 wpd 



4 



PA(XS/10'RCVDAT6/16I200M:12:46PM [Eastern Daylight Timel'SVIlUSPro 



PATENT APPLN. NO. 10/695,460 
RESPONSE UNDER 3? C.F.R. § 1.116 



PATENT 
FINAL 



pores, and a mesh sheet being provided in a space defined between 
the recessed portion and the sheet. 
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